JOHNNY DERANG

PRODUCER / DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

Johnny Derango (www.DirectorofPhotography.com) is an established, sought-after cinematographer and a respected film and
TV producer/director who strives to tell each story truthfully, with equal parts visual grace and technical prowess. In 2018, he was
featured by the industry’s prestigious American Cinematographer Magazine on their coveted annual list of Rising Stars of
Cinematography. Johnny has shot for major studios and networks including, Warner Bros., Paramount, Lionsgate, Disney,

Discovery Channel and MTV as well as global brands Mandarin Oriental Hotels, Firefox, Napster, Nissan, Southwest Airlines
and Tyson Foods.

In addition to his expertise as a cinematographer, Johnny serves as a producer on many of his projects. Most recently, holding
the roles of co-producer and director of photography on the Lionsgate feature film UNSUNG HERO, which opened #2 at the
box office on April 26th, 2024. The film has since grossed over $20 million domestically. In the same month, Season 1 of
“Everyone is Doing Great,” a TV series Derango executive produced alongside “One Tree Hill" alums James Lafferty and Stephen
Colletti, debuted on Apple TV and quickly rose to the #1 Comedy (and #3 overall) of Apple’s TV Chart Toppers on its opening
day. Season 2 of “Everyone is Doing Great," of which Johnny also directed an episode, is completed and awaiting release.

Johnny next lensed the feature FLIGHT RISK, an intense thriller starring Mark Wahlberg, Michelle Dockery and Topher Grace.
The film, which will debut in theaters on January 24th, 2025, was directed by Academy Award®©-winner Mel Gibson. Derango
and Gibson previously worked together on The Nelms Brothers” 2020 film FATMAN. Johnny's prior collaborations with The
Nelms Brothers include Magnolia's early 2024 release of RED RIGHT HAND, starring Orlando Bloom and Andie MacDowell.
Notably, Derango also lensed their film SMALL TOWN CRIME (2017) a thriller with dark humor that showcases an Academy®
and Emmy level cast including John Hawkes, Anthony Anderson, Octavia Spencer, Robert Forster and Clifton Collins, Jr. Upon its
theatrical release, the film garnered rave reviews from top critics at the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, The Hollywood
Reporter, Variety and renowned film critic, Leonard Maltin, who stated he thoroughly enjoyed the film that was "artfully lit
by Johnny Derango.” Previously, Derango also produced and shot their film LOST ON PURPOSE (2013).

Johnny continues to work as a Cinematographer and Producer splitting his time between Nashville, Chicago and Nashville.
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"Johnny Derango works wonders with a camera. He
blended into a complex, even dangerous environment,
and captured beauty and energy and performance
and subtle moments all with remarkable ease. He is a
wonderful talent and a truly great guy to work with.
| so look forward to working with Johnny again.”

- Josh Lucas
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Official Trailer: Here Official Trailer: Here

"Johnny's kindness, good humor, keen eye and tireless
dedication to SMALL TOWN CRIME helped to make this
film an incredible experience. His passion and craft makes

me hope this is just the first of many."

- John Hawkes

2024/2025 RELEASES

November 7, 2025:

From the studio Eehind %ﬂu’ and 'lf\AlNA%hlllli\é comeas a true story

AFOR KING+COUNTRY FiLm

SARAH'S OIL

Director: Cyrus Nowrasteh

Distributor: MGM/Amazon

JANUARY 24, 20925:

FLIGHT RISK
Director: Mel Gibson
Distributor: Lionsgate

APRIL 26, 2024:

UNSUNG HERO

Directors: Joel Smallbone/
Richard L. Ramsey
Distributor: Lionsgate

FEBRUARY 23, 2024:

RED RIGHT HAND
JOIN THE ADVENTURE Directors: The Nelms Bros.
ol ¥ ’ Distributor: Magnolia

Official Trailer: Here



https://www.directorofphotography.com/
https://vimeo.com/886550135
https://youtu.be/ojC9JBuccJA?si=1QueqhZ0ML5IunOv
https://youtu.be/lcEOKJm_aLY?si=dImgAAxCQOwh7nft
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PRESS + APPEARANCES

Johnny has been featured on the highly coveted American Cinematographer’s List of “Rising Stars of Cinematography” in
addition to several ads for key companies. A sought after speaker, Johnny has been a panelist for the PGA’s Produced by
Conference, SXSW, Panasonic and Cinegear, among others.
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“Rising Stars of Cinematography” 2018

‘ Rising Stars of Cinematography
By John Calhoun, Jim Hemphill and Debra Kaufman

To selsct this years list of 12 Rising Stars, ACs editors
surveved a vade field of excellent work shot by up-and-coming
directors of photography. £li Born, Carolina Costa, Johnny Derango,
Ming Jue Hu, Matthias Kecenigswieser, Rafael Leyva, laura Beth
Love, Nicola Marsh, Eponine Momenceau, Eqor Povolotskiy, Michal
Sobocinski and Adolpho Veloso have already bequn to amass
impressive credits in commercials, music videes, shorts, television
series, documentaries and narratve features, and those credits
promise tremencoucly bright careers zhead. As these stars continue
to rise, we capture a snapshot of their traectores to date

Left: Johnny Derango checks his frame. Right Ming Jue Hu finds an angle from atop a crane.

handpick the projects | shoot,” says Costa
“First ¢f all | need to connact with the
script, and then | need to connect with the
diractor. I'm mcstly collstorating with
young or first-time direciors, and thet
alovs me to grow with them, to create
something together.”

Johnny Derango

Johnny Cerangc rever plannec o
mzke films — he intended to study ¢rim-
nel justice. “Growing u in a small town, |
hzd naver thought of film as a czrear,” he
refects. With a laugn, he 2dds, "1 mean,
really, who mases mowies for a lving?*

His parents, though, encouraned
him to tolow hs passion, and he wound
up attending the fim school at Columbia
Collece Chiago. There, he was mentcred
by the lkate Ronn Pitts, and he
phctographed dozens of 16mm shorts.
These experiences preperec him well for
the work that awaited him in Los Angeles
wre=e he found his bregk when he vzas
hired ‘cr five days of reshoots on a 35mm
featura. “The producers were so happy
with my work they dexided to reshoot 70
percent of the film,” he remembers “I
receved my first feature director of
phctograpny credit, and e film debuted
at the 2006 Trbeca fim festval.”

That opportunity led to a network
pilot, more telavision and feature waork,
thnller Smafl Town Cnme, which reunted
him with the writing-dirscting teem of
brothers Eshom and kan Nelms. “All three

of the features we have done tegather
have bezen very different wsualy anc
tonally, out with this one | was really able
to add my visual stamp,” Derango says
“There zre sections of the film that wisu-
ally give the fael of a Rockwe lesque

small town, out | was also able to craft &
darker, grittier look 1o show the urder
bzlly of the community.”

In achieving his vision for the
on the choice of lenses. “Early on,
considered wusing wvirtage Cooke Speec
Panchros,” he says. "I had already made
the deceion to shoot on the Sony F35, so
| wanted to pair it vith glass that woulz
add some character. However, we were
trying to stretch a tight budget, which
included two full camera packages, 50
opted for [Cooke] Mini Sde. | felt that the
‘Cooke lock’ vias a perfect juctapositior
to the gritty underbel y of this smal tovn

“While prepping,” he continues,
"| deaded that | was gaing 1o push the
FS5 to an 1SO of 2,000 1o try and intro
ducs a bit of @iture into the image. In
doing 50, | knew I'd be okay with the
Minis' slghtly slowver stop of T2 8. Also,
with the Mini 545 having such a lerge
rangc of lenses, it allowed me to split cne
set between my A and B cameras. The
Image was gorgeous. It was the best deci-
sion | could have made for this partcular
preged.”

Ming Jue Hu
When Ming Jue Hu emigrated

American Cinematographer

from Tianjin, China, 1o Naw York as an
eghth grader, he fell in love with mowies for
a very prectical reasen: they helped him leam
to spesk English, After gorging ¢n fims
rented from s local Blockbuster, Hu enrclled
In a high-<cnoo’ cinemz-history €ass. “In the
class, | was exposed 1o films from old masters
cuch as Hitchcock, John Ford znd Billy Wildar,
a d moden autzurs lixe the Coens, David
Fincher, Taranting and PT. Anderson,” he
recalls, adding that Run Lala Run ultmatey
Inspired him to apply to film schoo.. *l was
electrified by its energy and ingenicus use of
film lanquage.”

Hu attendad the New York University
Tisch School of tre A7t as an undergrad and
immediately begar crewing on  older
students’ sroots. Under the quidance of
camera anZ lighting prefessor Geoffrey trb,
ASC, Hu becan shooting short films during
his final txo years at schoo'.

After graduation, Hu focused on
shots, musc videas and commercizls to
build his reel. He broke into featuras when a
fellow NYU grad asked him to shoct a film
called M Cream in India. “I prepped for 1t for
six weeks, and we shot in 44 locations from
Delhi to the Himalayas in 54 days straight,”
he remembes. "By India~ industry practice
we didn't rea ly have any days off. 1wes 23 at
tha time, 50 it was very challenging to werk
with seasoned professionals from the Ecly-
wood Incustry.’

M Cream won Best Feature at the
Rhode Island Interrationa’ Film Festival
ad Best Cirematography at the Madrid
International Am Festival, and gave Hu a

“Small Town Crime was larger

n scope than almost anything

| had previously done. To tackle
this, we doubled up coverage
using the A and B cameras
side-by-side, shooting both at
all times. We carefully chose our

based on our existing storyboards, then worked
the ‘B’ camera frame to something that would

cut well with the A-Cam in post
miniS4/i primes having such a la
enses, ocur two-camera coverage

useful. especially during our larger action

sequernces.

| had read a lot about Cooke lens

The Cooke Look
One Loaok. All Speeds

M|N|s4/§

T2.8 Primes

The Sony F55 has a very sharp sensor, and it was
important to me to take the edge off. The miniS4/i
lenses helped me do that but without making the
iImage look soft. The bar scenes are where the
warmth of these lenses really came through. We
wanted warmth in a place that people typically
think might be harsh or cold. There's an underlying
noir feel. It's sort of a Western, where the cars are
the horses, a big street duel, and throughout it all
the images looked gorgeous, with nice contrast.
They really hit the sweet spot. | love the look.”

A-Cam lens

With the
rge range of
was extremely

es but this was

the first time I'd used them on a feature. There

was something about those imag

that always stuck with me and drew me in.

es — something Johnny Derango, DP, Small Town Crime,

Netflix Onginal Movie

CookeOpticsLimited

Eramn Opoca Frovation and Qe Sres 1893

cockeoptics.com

T: +44 10)116 264 0700

Canada, South Americs, USA:
T: +1.673.335.4460
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vice Prasident of Sales & Markating, Grovtns Vanturas CEO

Mitch Gross
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JOHNNY DERANGO

Prasicent of Production, Homeagrown Petures; “Dear White Paope.” “Burming Sonas”

Jordan Horowitz

Principal, Orgincl Feadguarters,
*La La Land.” *Counterpart”®

David Lancaster
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Derango was reqently
ica)?nn:(r one of the 12 Rismg Stars
To Watch in 2018 by American !
Cinematographer. HiS rpost .recen
feature, Small Town Crime, IS @
thriller with dark humor that went on
to wide U.S. distribution in 2018
and is currently streaming on
Netflix. He recently completed the

pilot Everyone Is Doing Great,
which he executive produced and
shot. It will be screening at the ATX
Television Festival in June.




JOHNNY DERANG

PRODUCER / DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

Website & Reel at www.DirectorofPhotography.com

Full Resume Available Upon Reguest

Directors: Brent McCorkle + Andrew Erwin | Lionsgate | Milo
Ventimiglia, Dennis Quaid, Arielle Kebbel, Sophie Skelton

| CAN ONLY IMAGINE 2 Director of Photography

Director: Cyrus Nowrasteh | MGM/Amazon | Zachary Levi

SARAH'S OIL (2025) Director of Photography

Director: Mel Gibson | Lionsgate | Mark Wahlberg, Michelle
Dockery, Topher Grace

FLIGHT RISK (2025) Director of Photography

Directors: Joel Smallbone +Kadin Tooley | Fathom Events |

DRUMMER BOY CHRISTMAS LIVE Director of Photography

+ Co-Producer For King + Country

Directors: Joel Smallbone + Richard L. Ramsey | Lionsgate |
Joel Smallbone, Daisy Betts, Kiralee Berger, Lucas Black

UNSUNG HERO (2024) Director of Photography

+ Co-Producer

Directors: The Nelms Bros. | Magnolia | Orlando Bloom, Andie
MacDowell Garret Dillahunt, Scott Haze

RED RIGHT HAND (2024) Director of Photography

Directors: James Lafferty + Stephen Colletti | Paramount+/
HULU | James Lafferty, Stephen Colletti, Alexandra Park

“Everyone is Doing Great” S1/S2 (2024) Director of Photography + EP Si

Director + Executive Producer S2

Director: Rosalind Ross | Sony Pictures | Mark Wahlberg

FATHER STU (2022) Director of Photography (Montana

FATMAN (2020)

Radio 88 (short) (2018)

SMALL TOWN CRIME (2017)

“| Called Game: Paul Pierce (2017)

LOST ON PURPOSE (2013)

BULLRIDER (Teaser) (2013)

“Boyfred” (pilot) (2011)

Additional Short Films + Commercials

Unit)

Director of Photography
Director of Photography
+ Producer

Director of Photography
Director of Photography
Director of Photography
+ Producer

Director of Photography

Director of Photography

Directors: The Nelms Bros. | Rough House Pictures |
Mel Gibson, Walton Goggins

Directors: Kim Noonan + John Salcido | Panasonic |
Efren Ramirez, Cyrina Fialo, Jeremy Ratchford

Directors: The Nelms Bros. | Saban Films |
John Hawkes, Anthony Anderson, Octavia Spencer

Distributor: The Player’'s Tribune

Directors: The Nelms Bros. | Folly Films |
Jane Kaczmarek, C. Thomas Howell, Octavia Spencer

Director: Bethany Ashton Wolf |
Josh Lucas, Jon Voight

Producers: Tommy Schlamme, Bruce Helford |
Tate Ellington, Josh Zuckerman, Kelen Coleman

Tribute (2013), Pepper (2009), Vile (2007), Missing Pieces (2006), Running Dragon (2006), Flower Shop (2005), Second (2004) and
commercials for Mandarin Oriental, Tyson Foods, Nissan, Bayer, Firefox, Volkswagen, Napster, Clorox, Nestle and others.
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